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Ocean Updates 
 

The Port of Montreal Longshoremen’s Union and the Maritime Employers 

Association in Labour Dispute  

Will Montreal have the same sad experience that Vancouver just suffered in July? Or will 

an effective  

federal government – normally all too willing to intervene in the economy – take steps to 

avoid a labour stoppage at the Port of Montreal which will damage the city’s economy, 

especially small businesses. 

 

The Port of Montreal Longshoremen’s Union and the Maritime Employers Association are 

meeting now. The parties are already alleging bad faith. A legal strike could occur in 

January of 2024. 

  

  

Ontario Releases First-Ever Marine Transportation Strategy 

  



The Ontario government has released The Future of the Great Lakes Economy: Ontario’s 

Marine Transportation Strategy, outlining actions the province will take to strengthen 

Ontario’s position in marine transportation. 

  

The four-pillar strategy will serve as the foundation for building a strong and sustainable 

marine sector. It outlines near- and longer-term actions, including: 

• Establishing the Ontario Marine Partnership and Development Office to oversee 

implementation of the strategy, be the key contact for industry stakeholders, and 

build awareness of Ontario’s marine sector priorities. 

• Strengthening connections between marine and other modes of transportation to 

keep people moving and get goods to market faster. 

• Working closely with public and private industry partners to attract and retain more 

workers in the sector, including providing new and expanded internship 

opportunities. 

• Harnessing green, low-carbon-emissions and alternative-fuels technologies that will 

support a more environmentally sustainable marine sector and transportation 

network. 

Read more in a press release from the Government of Ontario. 

  

ONE Now the Most Carbon-Efficient Carrier, as 'Shipping Gets Greener' 

  

Ocean Network Express (ONE) has been named by Xeneta as the most carbon-efficient 

carrier this year – and long-term measurements show shipping is “getting greener,” the 

research firm claimed. 

  

Emissions on the Far East to U.S. east coast trades have fallen 23.3% since Q1 18, said 

Xeneta despite the onset of “over-tonnaging” and a major slippage in fill factor. 

  

Short-term comparisons, meanwhile, reveal more drastic changes since the onset of the 

unique market dynamics in 2022, which skewed results in 2021-22. 

  

Read more in an article from The Loadstar. 

  

St. Lawrence Seaway Workers Deliver Overwhelming Strike Mandate 

  

Members of Unifor Local 4212 and Local 4323 in Ontario and 4320 in Quebec working for 

the St. Lawrence Seaway Corporation voted 99% in favour of a strike should negotiations 

not result in a deal by the October 21 strike deadline. 

  

Bargaining will resume on October 17, 18 and 19. 

  

Read more in a press release from Unifor. 

  

FIATA Says End of CBER Brings Back the ‘Level Playing Field’ 

  

Forwarder group FIATA has welcomed the EC decision not to extend the Consortia Block 

Exemption Regulation (CBER), noting it is “key” for forwarders. 

  

FIATA claimed the “intended benefits of the CBER [were] no longer met” and that 

“feedback received by FIATA showed that freight forwarders had not benefited from 

anticipated service efficiencies, and consumers “had not received significant cost savings.” 

  

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6yvkmc5t6jvtecdgjyw31cxjjyvb1e9mpwt9deht62vkke1qq4x31ehmpyvhdedu74rbmcnkqjfvnehpnyrv1dnr62ub7drypagkndhp6ax39dtfk4cth60rkc9knehpnyvb5chmqav9xcnpp2ubc4tuq8vazedqqawk3cmyp2xbmdxr6jv3feg%26n%3D5&data=eJx1j81u5CAQhJ_Gc3PEv83Bh4xGo5X2nHOEAZsxggGMsZ2nXzLZa6Q-dLe-qu6SA4Oack6lGBmEFzUk7cVjXYWXup2Sfswmv8mnu7jh6sXH9vnHXE_797IO43OrzNqgKyQQIwJIO02ItQ8Xnik3-PaLU0OAdrjD5E0-pkm8zNPwX0XAb_e3weQc1ga_N-he60csglvpyxXdhT93o5OurWvwvaK3F9QgVufb-olwN_YI4xaQEbUEA92OZOItE0BpIDkGilZ4q7CGSyR7mVSenJQI9xlZpmCgHjkiuaNuw8CYSD0kQhn3ve8lnNm8417x3FGEvw8nVM0U3Lp-x7br43IeJeo9srNYJ2lmS8laqnk5dwzlsSxnGaHmLuyZK20yQ8VaDWMkB4bauHAWo7TaOpJGJ72Ny1S8NsGfqUDlE0Pb2Kl0BjFbr0xg4sC8hrBEZsNAspLbH76MVBoXReGH9CFUnSR5i30RX1rFKHaLpTsDOkanjlT_xJOeayJfA9F__L7Aeg%25%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6yvkmc5t6jvtecdgjyw31cxjjyvb1e9mpwt9deht62vkke1qq4x31ehmpyvhdedu74rbmcnkqjfvnehpnyrv1dnr62ub7drypagkndhp6ax39dtfk4cth60rkc9knehpnyvb5chmqav9xcnpp2ubc4tuq8vazedqqawk3cmyp2xbmdxr6jv3feg%26n%3D5&data=eJx1j81u5CAQhJ_Gc3PEv83Bh4xGo5X2nHOEAZsxggGMsZ2nXzLZa6Q-dLe-qu6SA4Oack6lGBmEFzUk7cVjXYWXup2Sfswmv8mnu7jh6sXH9vnHXE_797IO43OrzNqgKyQQIwJIO02ItQ8Xnik3-PaLU0OAdrjD5E0-pkm8zNPwX0XAb_e3weQc1ga_N-he60csglvpyxXdhT93o5OurWvwvaK3F9QgVufb-olwN_YI4xaQEbUEA92OZOItE0BpIDkGilZ4q7CGSyR7mVSenJQI9xlZpmCgHjkiuaNuw8CYSD0kQhn3ve8lnNm8417x3FGEvw8nVM0U3Lp-x7br43IeJeo9srNYJ2lmS8laqnk5dwzlsSxnGaHmLuyZK20yQ8VaDWMkB4bauHAWo7TaOpJGJ72Ny1S8NsGfqUDlE0Pb2Kl0BjFbr0xg4sC8hrBEZsNAspLbH76MVBoXReGH9CFUnSR5i30RX1rFKHaLpTsDOkanjlT_xJOeayJfA9F__L7Aeg%25%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyvk5extjwvveehgq4ubf5thp2bv5drqq4tbccngq6t9f64r30ctp6gwjyvveehgq4ubf5nt6av35c5tpawtdctmq4wvm5njqctbj5npp2wk9dtjjux3jc5q76w3fe9u62x39dxq2uwvme9gq8tb7f4zqax3dbxhp2vbgc5mpevhxcn17av3ccnu6jvjz68tk2c1h6rk7ax3dbxppat39enpkutbdc5mpr9knehpnywvfent66t9xc5uq8vvgd5p6yx0%26n%3D6&data=eJx1kTtv6yAYhn-Ns7kyV5vBQ6MoOtKZO1dcTWxBwAbs9NeXpGc4SyUGQM974UOOFGjCGJFcUABOaly157dt417q1qz6Ntn0Ju_u5Maz5x_58489P5a_p20U91yZrYFngAGCuMOtMZC2Nxfua2rQ5RenBnfaoR7hN3kzhr_M1_GfCne_5efRphS2Br038FrXj5gHt5GXK7xy_9itXnXdugZdK3p5QQ2k9XzZPiHqxQARajssYItRp1uBDWsp75TuJEOdIhXOFdZgjngvRiXjpIRoSHChCgTiocOSOeIy6qyNxAPMlXXP-0GCiU47GhRLPYHoGbzCaqZA7ocdLf0Q50dZiD7SvJeitZ0izsKQZAMUhag1RpyElH6KNDFD8Yo6mUI1rbr_eJ8oL4hIkgLfk5LJPcvWEnOUSczEhwD3hak0z_lAsySxpzsymmUKD8TUEWGuvGZTHJLoDf6K_EBKHLVHEZMkLuhiD-lBX3Nqn0znMn_RIS1QAkvXpf_hQ-AJMe3DkpNQT93KFq9tqF9RjK496zsOSXIcSpkUCfRxdHUsvk6FfgNRd9fc
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyx38cnp6yrb4edu62whecdqpubvfdtjjuvkfewpq8u355nppywvm5nhp2wk2dxq2utb6ctmp6ub5dtu2urv1e9t6jtbj5ngq6bbkd1mq0w39dtkjutv5ehtjutvjcnjpwtbj5wzqax3dbxhp2vbgc5mpevhxcn17av3ccnu6jvjz68tk2c1h6rk7ax3dbxppat39enpkutbdc5mpr9knehpnywvfent66t9xc5uq8vvgd5p6yx0%26n%3D7&data=eJx1kMmO4yAYhJ_GubnFbvvgw0RRNNKc59xiswkIgm3ATj_94PRcW0Ji0VdVPyVHBjUdBiq5YBBe1LjqwB_bxoPU7bTqx2zSh3z6ix-vgf_Nn7_N9eX-XLZRPHNltgZdIYEYEUDaaUKsffj4XFODbz84NQRojztMPuRjmvjbfB3_qwj4KT-PJqW4NfhXg-51fYt59Bt9u6I7D6_d6FXXo2_wvaK3N9QgVu-37RPhTvQI4xYQgVqCgW4FmYaWcaA0kAMGilY4V1hDu5C9TCpNXkqE-4QcUzDSgDyRg6c-Y2DMQgMkXBl_vvcSzmzeca-G1FGEz-AVVTMFc9fv2HX9Yl8H7mWI7LUKolVmqI4s1RKzOMOszcVNeo9LnzGlIcbXXqq5iWh3SB0LykkwmXxkWVCVMsprgXpIzCZhaZgXJoRT0C9gx4NKzuZUqDbp3K0MNu4nt38t_MBKHNW3iFlSH3Uxhwyw4wVLGTKzxX6xPjkkoWGr6775GHnCgw7R1TnUqVsHF7SJtfoy6ZAYS8MhaV76UmZF6z8PUGsItYXuH5S-01g%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6wtbqedvpjwk55thp2bvecnvq6bbjcnp6arbkcntjywvm5np62xvjcnq66t9dedjp2xv1f4pqevvjddjq4wtdchjprubpcnt2uvvpcnt7eu35dhppjvk75ntq8wk9ddjjuvb1dtj62x355mw3cdtg6ww3cdth5tm78vbc7xuq8vazcdgpuw31d5kpwfb589uprv35ehmpwqtj6crk0c9p4tuq8vazdnjp8ubndmypavb1d5p2cxbmdnfq6vvne9hpafb1enu6yw39dhqq8%26n%3D8&data=eJx1kMmK4zAQQL_GubmxVssHHzqEMDDnOTfaHEVGimRriefrR0nPtUFQquLVq6LkTIEm00QkFxSAk5o37fl937mXul82fb-Z9CEf7uTms-d_8tcvcz7W36d9Fo_cmL2DZ4ABgnjA_bJA2t9deGypQ5cfTB0etEMjwh_yviz8Ld_m_114-Gl-nk1KYe_QZwev7X038-B28rbCK_dHNXrT7es6dG3o5Q11kLb8sn9BNAoGEeoHLGCP0aB7gZepp3xQepATGhRpcG6wBjbiWhaVFiclRCzBlSoQiIcOy8kRl9FgTCQeYK6Me9WZBDd6q4ipKY0EotfgDTaZAnlkFa0ji_Z4lqhrpDWJqFUJtq6EJBOgKFr6EqkQVvpA-SZW6ZM9amnyQOGztHqkNE1KKxtaDhYcoi7FKvVaNilpbNiyCK0P5lJecdQZEWVCsGUdiU-R1XVqvM1FAJVs8yJCXEVSpRut72hIciMrQo7PHFnhf6W6hVwRUGQNdRGETTlsBRFtXKixSeS2tvMFnL555W1gWXjljsBfc0iA8imc8kukpXg9mcAXAbTP9KhoUiZG1o7l263YP-aj4dY%25


Dr. Stephane Graber, FIATA director general, said: “FIATA applauds the extensive 

considerations of the commission… that the CBER no longer promotes competition in the 

shipping sector, nor does it lead to any noticeable efficiency gains for the users of the 

system.”  

  

Forwarders’ main concerns are over “the heightened risk of unfair market conditions under 

the CBER,” he said. 

  

Read more in an article from The Loadstar. 

 

 

Rail and Truck Updates 

  

  

CPKC and CSX Plan to Connect Their Networks via Meridian & Bigbee Short Line 

  

Canadian Pacific Kansas City and CSX Transportation have detailed their plans to acquire 

Genesee & Wyoming short line Meridian & Bigbee in order to create a shortcut interchange 

route linking the Southeast and Mexico via Myrtlewood, Ala. 

  

The deal, announced in June but outlined in a series of regulatory documents that 

appeared on the Surface Transportation Board website on October 10, involves several 

related transactions. 

  

Read more in an article from Trains. 

 

Canadian Business/Government 

  

TCC23-085: High-Volume E-Commerce Shipments Validation Rules, Effective 

February 25 

  

Starting on February 25, 2024, commercial clients submitting high-volume e-commerce 

shipments will be subject to the following validation rules on documents submitted through 

EDI and the eManifest Portal. Clients exceeding the limits will see their transactions 

rejected. 

• On the Integrated Import Declaration (IID) SO 911, the number of invoice lines 

cannot exceed 999 overall regardless of the number or combination of multi-line 

invoices used in the transmission. 

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyx38cnp6yrb4edu62whecdqpubvccnv6av1de1p62yb9dtkjutk9cnp68bbdc5t6ptb45nh7jbb3c9jq4bbjcnr6arbc5nmq6bbqcnp66vvdcnj2urkt5nu6gt9dd5q78tbjdtgq8ubfdtgprbb6cnj6awk1ehmpyvhddxk2utkjcnmpeu3m5nk6ywkqc5t68tbjecpp2wvkdxhpjrbmd5qpwwtf7xuq8vazcdgpuw31d5kpwfb589uprv35ehmpwqtj6crk0c9p4tuq8vazdnjp8ubndmypavb1d5p2cxbmdnfq6vvne9hpafb1enu6yw39dhqq8%26n%3D9&data=eJx1kDtv5SAUhH-N0zkyT0Nxi0RRtNLWW0e8bK4RBDCY6_31i5NtI1EA-mbmzFE3CgzhnCghKQBP-pZNEPd9F0GZccnmvtryrD79k7-9BvGnfvyyr6f7_bTf5GftzD7AV4ABgnjC47JAOt59_MxlQG8_OA14Mh7NCD-r-7KIL_N8-6_C00_59WZLifuAXgb43s-3WES_ky9X-C7C2azJpl_9gN47-vYFDZD299v-AdEsGURonLCEI0aTGSVe-EjFpM2kOJo06XDtsAFbwu1YdFm8UhCxAh3VIJIAPVbcE1_RZG0iAWChrb_-mQIrXRtimpeZQHQFZ9jNNKgza8jNLG3nAzEVIj2zxEZXCvvISqdY5aFUOKg4gDYgUnhKrovbanH84pmUWpFCY5GYBDtvUiLF-5BSbipkKrJUJPhEpUwXT49Dq7DBml0hodK1cK1JmlmRmy5rYlX2cmvMUtLOUdEcMNbH87BaPxzsud3XR1NRL-fo2Vy68i-9UTHCdjj9sHHL0nff2FpZ5kdN7BB_lV5jbQho4mJbJGG8xnwgcvm3VDaqsuvrjrh88zpssc8TtD-jOGTXRage3TcsqfcIhtsoFglM73E2xLVNifXlhr5b_g8N6_LK
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq78wk1d5q76bk3dxpjyx3jdrqpwtbqecpq4tbpd5jqewtfdtjqewtdexmq4t9fcdr6prtdc5q68bb3edw2ut35ehgpjv1dehm6aubj5nr6rrbeecpq8vtdcdqpwvk5cdu2ux38cnmq4bbecnu7evvjddtjuxk9c4pputbjd5j6jrbe5nh6jtv2cnjjuwv8dxt78v39dtjjyfvnehpnyrv1dnr62ub7drypagkndhp6ax39dtfk4cth60rkc9knehpnyvb5chmqav9xcnpp2ubc4tuq8vazedqqawk3cmyp2xbmdxr6jv3feg%26n%3D11&data=eJx1kMtq5DAQRb_G2TlYT9uLXqQJYWDWsw56udUyUiRZku35-qnuzDYgKFVx7r1FqQtHhs0zU0JyhF70JZsg7tsmgjL9ks39Zsur-vIv_nIN4k_9_GWv5_r7ZbvIrwrM1uEroohgOtB-WTDv7z5-5dKR9x-cOjoYT0ZCX9V9WcTTPF_-q-jwU3692FLi1pG3Dn_A-xaL6Df2dMUfIpy7NdnA13fkA9D3J9RhDv379onJKCdMSD9QiXtKBtNLusw9F4M2g5rJoBnAFWCDXKJ7W3RZvFKYTAWvXKPIAvZUzZ75SgZrEwuICm39Yz4pdOO3nUx6LiPD5BGcMZhpVMdpJ-s4JXceLZk9Qb8izdLI5Ur0EWFOnM4p7kUmo2KiRUbNHLAFlnhWbQ4P83lROvOYi1Ys8UlKYvSOayHM2Ft0DWljPRdVOhYyz1mah9_UgNfg31amdMX1IJMK4CelUaGOpjWnIage66xojLVIB_ncgZ4Fy11pWAXn6t4mfZRxamQG3J1LC8bGcGYIhjxc5ajzGcVtDdpGLo4Ht6xUFcuHvKp5_eabZMr6JNp8qBAj6BQtFfYUf41OSewrUf6M-JBeH5m7RhZzg4sGOChC_wCYgPEI


• On the IID SO 911, the reported number of cargo control numbers (CCN) cannot 

exceed 999. 

• On a highway conveyance SO 976, the reported number of CCNs cannot exceed 

1,500. 

• On a house bill close message SO 968, the reported number of house bills cannot 

exceed 999. 

• The number of supplementary cargos SO 687 related to a cargo document cannot 

exceed 1,500. 

These limitations were previously published in Customs Notice 20-24 in July 2020 and on 

the CBSA High-volume e-commerce shipments webpage. 

 

International Business/Government 

  

WCO Launches Mobile App – HS Browse & Check 

  

The World Customs Organization (WCO) has launched a mobile application, “HS Browse 

& Check,” designed to provide convenient access to the Harmonized System (HS) 2022. 

  

Complementing WCO Trade Tools (wcotradetools.org), which provides tools for easy 

classification and other complementary content, the mobile app has been designed to 

ensure a quick verification of any H.S. code and navigation within the entire HS 2022. 

  

The HS Browse & Check app provides a user-friendly platform to quickly access the 

content of HS 2022, including legal notes, explanatory notes and classification opinions. 

  

The app is available for download on both the App Store and Google Play. 

  

Read more in a press release from the WCO. 

  

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_237b8233-04b2-430e-b4f9-6a0de0c930d5%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq66rkkc4pp2wv6ccq6ertecdgjyubde1qq4x1fd1mpeu1detqprxbdcmppav35etjjutbecwq6gx3ddgzqax3dbxhp2vbgc5mpevhxcn17av3ccnu6jvjz68tk2c1h6rk7ax3dbxppat39enpkutbdc5mpr9knehpnywvfent66t9xc5uq8vvgd5p6yx0%26n%3D12&data=eJx1kMuOozAQRb-G7GjhJ7BgMVEUjTTrWbdMucAB2bHB5tFfP056ti1Z8kPnnqsydJKgaFsBqpeEXHS3oFOPdVUOsBwWfIwmfsDTXmx3depv-vxtruf857J2_TNlZi3olXDCKK94OQxUlg_rn0ss2O0HU8ErtKxm_AMew6De8qX7n-LVT_2pMzH6tWC_CnrP6zusvF3F20rvyp27wQXz0RbsntHbGyqozPfb-klZ3TeUsbLiPS05q7Ds-dCWUlUaK2hZpUWGU4aRTIHv26DjYAEoayKdpSZeOGo5tFbYxCpjgnCEK23s670BMspxZ41uYy0oexUvNMs0SXWzs7luwnQeW8A9SLnMM3Dv6b5JgCBxiQh6nM7UayQh8IMMmliPiWiMwS9Hr8F6rzYmME5Tij1C9owH03r8Cirv_WE83foRRM5t5gBH6swDuCSnbfqSTZwpEJO7628--yJr0fk5-_Qrt7SzQ-PzV24DuihlbA8QKTTbNmrh5XlUeSyXpyL0H1G2wZ4%25
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