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Operations at a mine in the north of Australia were suspended yesterday after a 

Cypriot-flagged bulk carrier, buffeted by strong cyclone winds, rammed into a pier. 

Groote Eylandt Mining Company (GEMCO), jointly owned by South32 and Anglo-

American, was forced to stop operations after the 189 m long Anikitos bulker caused 

“severe damage” to a pier at the mine’s export facility, according to the Australian 

Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA). The area had been hit by a cyclone over the 

weekend. 

The owner and insurer of the vessel, laden with manganese ore, are working with tug 

providers to arrange tugs to assist the vessel with shifting from its current location 

alongside the wharf to a safe anchorage. 

In a statement yesterday, South32 said it had temporarily suspended operations on 

Groote Eylandt, one of the world’s largest manganese projects. 

Images show that part of a pier has fallen down into the ocean, while the ship, 

insured by NorthStandard, is reported to be in a stable condition. 

 


